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in some parts of India it was not safe for Englishmen or well-
known co-operators to move about safely. The disgraceful scenes
that took place at a recent Madras meeting were a complete
denial of non-violence. Those who howled down the Chairman,
because he was supposed to have insulted me, disgraced them-
selves and their policy. They wounded the heart of their friend
and helper, Mr. Andrews1. They injured their own cause. If the
Chairman believed that I was a scoundrel, he had a perfect right
to say so. Ignorance is no provocation. But a non-co-operator is
pledged to put up with the gravest provocation. Provocation there
would be, when I act scoundrel-like. I grant that it will be
enough to absolve every non-co-operator from the pledge of non-
violence and that any non-co-operator will be fully justified in
taking my life for misleading him.
It may be that even cultivation of such limited non-violence
is impossible in the majority of cases. It may be that we must
not expect people even out of self-interest not to intend harm to
the opponent whilst they are doing none. We must then, to be
honest, clearly give up the use of the word "non-violence" in con-
nection with our struggle. The alternative need not be immediate
resort to violence. But the people will not then be called upon to
subject themselves to any discipline in non-violence. A person
like me will not then feel called upon to shoulder the responsibi-
lity for Chauri Chaura. The school of limited non-violence will
then still flourish in its obscurity, but without the terrible burden
of responsibility it carries today.
But if non-violence is to remain the policy of the nation, for
its fair name and that of humanity, we are bound to carry it out
to the letter and in the spirit.
And if we intend to follow out the policy, if we believe in it,
we must then quickly make up with the Englishmen and the co-
operators. We must get their certificate that they feel absolutely
safe in our midst and that they may regard us as friends although
we belong to a radically different school of thought and politics.
We must welcome them to our political platforms as honoured
guests. We must meet them on neutral platforms as comrades.
We must devise methods of such meeting. Our non-violence must
not breed violence, hatred and ill will. We stand like the rest of
fellow-mortals to be judged by our works. A programme of non-
violence for the attainment of swaraj necessarily means ability to
conduct our affairs on non-violent lines. That means inculcation
1 Charles Freer Andrews (1871-1940); English missionary, author, edu-
cationist and a close associate of Gandhiji